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Thank you to all the individuals who contributed to or
allowed us to reproduce their stories and reflections
for this Lenten Devotional Calendar.
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that he gave his one and only Son,
that whoever believes in him shall not perish
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John 3:16



Ash Wednesday - March 9, 2011

Seize the Day
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From dust you have come from; to dust you will return.
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gift and he believed strongly in sharing it with others. Often people called on him
whenever there was a death in the community, inquiring if he could clear his schedule

to sing at another funeral. He readily said Yes, if he possibly could. And then came the
cancer. It attacked him in his throat. | remember struggling with God over that cruel
sentence. Why his throat? Why God, why?
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clear that Mr. Goff would not be with us much longer. | grieved his plight. We all did.
His full, rich voice was no longer supporting the bass section of the choir at St. Paul
United Methodist Church, his dedicated presence supporting each family in the
passing of their beloved.
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Easter gospel celebration of life. Why do we begin the holy season of Lent in such a
somber way?
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Lent is a call to live life fully for God, to faithfully fulfill our baptismal pledge even
when it is hard. Even in days of doubt. Life in this world is only a moment, only a few
seconds in the grand scheme of eternity, and we have this one chance to make the
most of it. Created from the dust, we soon return to the dust. The comma is the previ-
ous sentence represents the entirety of our lives. What will we do with that comma?

Johnnie Goff seized the day. He knew that he had a gift to share, a rich and sonorous
voice, so he made the most of it, as long as he could, sharing it with others. This was
his ministry.

I held back tears as | marked his forehead that Ash Wednesday. He knew and | knew
that this would be his last time to kneel at the altar and receive this holy reminder. Life
is too short. May we all seize the day, for as long as it last.

Prayer: Be with us, O God, and give us courage in the face of death to not walk in
fear. Be with us, O God, in the face of life to seize each day, using our gifts to bring
joy and hope in your kingdom.

Rev. Clayton Childers, Virginia
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Day 2: March 10, 2010

Beyond Nets: Imagine No Malaria

He came into the hospital in the arms of his mother. Anemic and frailp@th-old
i K Bormihgés died @ithin kofir<S stilBchBI&h Rex artsy His vaiTdreldd Sl t Y U 2
LY @itdhdiie bibod frahsBidioh He nBeddl Yo 3uRéve. And the hospital, which is

barely able to provide basic care, lacked the equipment to save him.

With scant resources, the Malanje Provincial Hospital in AnBoIa serves a population of
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We could easily be lulled into believing that little Domingos is nothing more than a
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face as she held her dead infant or the disappointment of his brothers and sisters
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and be pacified by the thought that her statistic represents the depth of the problem

on a global scale. Sad to say, it only scratches the surface.

w
¢

While malaria has been largely eradicated from the United States, 300 to 500 million
people are still infected each year, mostly in Africa. Every-fiareyseconds a child
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kidney failure, bleeding and swelling of the brain.
Malaria is a crisis that affects individuals, families and economies. Even if a child
survives beyond age five with a well developed immune system, that child will still get
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22, he will fall victim once more and not be able to sustain his work, which will
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which will lead to poor health, which will cause the statistics to grow.

There is however, an amazing reality in the midst of all of this. Malaria is preventable!
Our Imagine No Malaria ministry goes beyond providing nets. It is a comprehensive
approach that also supports efforts to educate about prevention, establish community
-based malaria control programs, and revitalize hospitals and clinics across Africa.

This approach is working. Malaria rates in parts of Africa are on the decline. For
example, after increasing net coverage and access to medication, the mortality rate for
children under age five in Rwanda dropped by 66 percent in two years. There are
similar reports from other areas where a comprehensive approach has been used.

| am a leader of the church, a person driven by convictions of the heart, words of
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that we love one another as God loves us. | am inspired, yet haunted, by the words of
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Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton, Western PA Conference, and Chair of Imagine No Malaria



Day 3: March 11, 2011

An Empty Bed
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Immediately he stood up in front of them, took what he had been lying on and went

home praising God. Everyone was amazed and gave praise to God. They were filled
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A few months ago, | had the opportunity to travel to Sierra Leone to witness the work

of The United Methodist Church in the elimination of malaria. While there, we trav-
eled to Bo, the second largest city and home to Mercy Hospjpalt of the United
Methodist network of health care facilities in Sierra Leone. We were graciously
welcomed and guided through a tour of the hospital by a doctor. While viewing the

OKAf RNByQa ¢FNRX L FalSR (KS R20G2NI K25

He replied that of the five beds (all filled), three of the patients were suffering of
malaria. He pointed to two beds that held infants, carefully watched over by their
mothers who eyed us with interest. The doctor assured me that those two were
recovering well, and that they would be expected to go home shortly.

Then the doctor pointed to a third bed, where all | could see were rumpled sheets and
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bring him to the hospital, whether for fear of not being able to pay or in hopes that it

might be something other than malarggsomething that would pass without the cost

and inconvenience of a hospital stay. | turned to the doctor and asked a question to

gKAOK L ¢+ ayQi ljdzA G S & dadbestion thak s¢ni SsRiveti 2

2F TSN KNRdzZAK Y& YAYRY a2KSNB Aa (KS

¢KS R20O3G2NJ NBLJX A
I Ad I f NBFRe 2dz

2

S
zi

S.D( ;U<
> ()
[N (/))
»

N -ots G2
i K 02 dzNT & |

o Q-

Ii

w»

Y

Thanks be to God for the wonderful work of the doctors and nurses of The United
Methodist Church in Africa who work tirelessly everyday to save the lives of little
children suffering from a preventable disease. Every 45 seconds, a child dies from
malaria somewhere in Africa. But on that day, in that hospital, a child lived.

Prayer: Lord, we can still see miracles performed by Your hands, if only we look.
Allow us to be your hands and feet here on Earth each day so that the miracle of the
elimination of malaria may occur. Amen.

Thought for the Day: What miracles has God worked in your life?

Margo Jacobs, Michigan
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Day 4: March 12, 2011

Choose to Do Good
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together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the meaSure you use,
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It is hard to imagine that somethlng as small and seemingly insignificant as a mosquito

net could make the difference between life and death. However, malaria threatens the
African population every single day. Having had no exposure to the risk of malaria, and
knowing little about it, | did some reading. | was shocked to learn how devastating it is.
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discovered that it is easily preventable.

YEye LI GASyiGa oSNB o0SAy3a GNBEGSR F2NJ YEf Il NRI
I Iearned that msectlmdﬁreated bed nets are a highly effective deterrent to contract-
ing this disease. The bed nets cost less than $10 a piece. Ten dollars could help a child
in Africa grow up healthy and strong.

My Bible reading that same day was the passage in 1 Timothy. As | read it, it became

clear to me that | was being offered the privilege of giving. My small donation not only
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Prayer: Lord Jesus, help us see that by our small acts of love we can tap into Your
kingdom. Transform our hearts to be willing to give. In Your name we pray.
N GKS |
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ne lifé can be impacted with $10, ten lives can be saved with $100, and a monthly
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Robin Priestly, New Mexico




First Sunday in Lent ¢ March 13, 2011
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may appear to be good things.

As Jesus went into the wilderness he was tempted by Satan in a number of ways. In
each case he takes a stand against the tempter, even though in many regards the
things he is being offered could be good for him, things that would benefit his ministry.
The first temptation was the offer of bread. Have you ever gone to the grocery when
you are hungry everything looks good. Even if | went in to buy a couple of things, if |
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are the most unhealthy choices possible. Now imagine going to a grocery after not
eating for a number of days? Surely, after fasting for forty days, the stones were,
indeed, beginning to look a bit like loaves of bread. Jesus was being tempted to
succumb to the focus his mission on himself and his own needs, rather than the great
mission God had called him to.

The second temptation was about winning the favor of human beings by putting on an
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about him jumping from the pinnacle of the temple only to be saved from sure death
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The final temptation has everything to do with temptation to gain power. Jesus was
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the entire World! Imagine what good you could do with all that power. All you have to
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kingdom grows up from below as the poor hear the good news, the imprisoned find
liberation, the hungry are fed and the blind come to see.

Most of the things that tempt us are good things. In many ways the things that tempt
us are similar to the temptations laid before Chrghe lure of having our human

needs met, the promise of popularity, power and prestige. In their place these things
are not evil in themselves. What made them evil in this case? They were evil because
they were seductive promises that would draw Jesus away from the mission of the
kingdom. He was being tempted to let his own interests take precedence over the call
of God. To follow God means to put God first before all else and not let ourselves be
seduced by the wiles of the tempter.

Prayer: Help us, O Lord, to not take our eyes off of you. Help us not be seduced by
the promises of the world that lead us to turn away from your desire for us. We
need your help God to see clearly and remain focused on the work you would have
us do.

Rev. Clayton Childers, Virginia
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Day 5, March 14, 2011
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nor did the internet.

Strangely, | made it without needing an address at all. The smallest church | had ever
seen was impossible to miss in a town that looked more like a tiny subdivision than a
community. Staring at the surroundings, | was disappointed though. o
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lieve they could save lives in Africa, no matter how the pastor felt. Nevertheless, |

made my presentation.

Then, they amazed me.
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Some people see those who are living in addiess villages of Africa as overwhelm-
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knowing God stands with us, that is What matters. Bruni was small. They stood
against this mammoth disease anyway, because they knew they would win.

Prayer: Lord give us the boldness to serve, even when the task seems impossible.
Help us to remember that nothing is impossible for you and with faith as small as a
mustard seed we have the power to move mountains for your kingdom. Amen.

Thought for the Day: God is not limited by our size or abilities.
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villages.

Leia Danielle Williams, Arkansas
Field Coordinator, Imagine No Malaria



Day 6, March 15, 2011

ACTION DAY!

Many people like to give up something for Lera Friday meal, coffee or soda, sweets
like chocolate, even fasting for a day each week. Have you already decided?

This year, consider adding Imagine No Malaria as a prayer focus for your sacrifice.

Use the time you might otherwise be drinking your coffee, eating chocolate, or even
while fasting at mealtime to remember those who are tragically affected each day by
malaria. To get you started, below is a picture of Francess Baeehgsung mother

in Sierra Leone who has felt the tragic touch of this disease.

Want to take it to the next level? Make this a fundraiser by donating the cost of the
chocolate, meals or other sacrifices that you save to Imagine No Malaria!

Dec. 2, 2010 | BO, Sierra Leone (UMNS)
Francess Beecher knows the staggering cost from just one mosquito bite.

In September, she lost her firstbornyar2 t R W2y | G KFy s G2 YIfIFN
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Jonathan to the village health center, but he was too weak to recover. He died a few
hours later.

Now five months pregnant, Francess is hopeful her child will enjoy a long life. She
received three insecticidgeated bed nets [from a UMCOR distribution in the Bo
District of Sierra Leone] to protect their family from the mosqtbtrne disease.

Excerpts taken from a UMNS article by Phileas Jusu, Dec. 2, 2010
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Day 7, March 16, 2011

Help Me To Love
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my friends if you do what | command you. | do not call you servants any longer,
because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but | have called you
friends, because | have made known to you everything that | have heard from my
FI GKSNE ©

In a New Yorker magazine cartoon, two seminary students are walking across the cam-
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If we have been hurt deeply, or betrayed, or humiliated, it is very difficult to love that

person.

Yet, if we do not love as Jesus commands, our own spiritual health is jeopardized. |
learned that truth many years ago as a missionary in the Congo where | met someone
whom | thought impossible to love.

But God loves us infinitely. And he offers us, through his Holy Spirit, the strength to
love others, as he has loved us.

The same God, who gives us this commandment, gives us the strength to obey it. This
love is an incredible gift of grace. And, | believe the church is beginning to rediscover
the need to follow this example of our Lord.

Prayer: Gracious Father, teach me to love, to really care about others. Help me to

share that love through my attitudes and actions. AMEN

Rev. Jerry Schmidt, Pennsylvania
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Day 8, March 17, 2011
Finding Contentment in a Holy Life
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Have you ever counted the number of products it takes to get out the door in the
morning? Soap, body wash, toothpaste, mouth wash, shampoo and conditioner,

shaving cream, moisturizer, mousse or gel, hair spray, deodorant, body lotion, powder,
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Madison Avenue has convinced us that none of us have teeth that are white enough.

Take a survey of your bathroom and estimate the cost of the products you use every
day. You will be astounded at the dollar figure you discover that you spend mindlessly
2y LINPRdzOG& GKFG ¢SQ@S 02YS G2 OASs | &

Small wonder that it is easy for us to be content with what we have. Even if we make
GKS aal ONRTAOSE 2F dzaiAy3d aia2NB oNIyRa
under the weight of luxuries that we deem necessities.

One of the important life lessons that is attached to the [Imagine No Malaria]
campaign is the stark truth of how little ordinary people of Africa have. They have a
totally different understanding of what the Apostle meant about contentment.

Regardless of how difficult our lives might be, if preventing a terrible disease meant
covering our beds in netting, there are very few of us who could not make it happen
before too many pay checks came and went. Our generosity in sending mosquito nets
will not cause undue hardship for many of us. Perhaps we can use this campaign as a
time for re-ordering our perceived needs and the amount of our resources we invest in
pampering ourselves.

Prayer: Gracious and generous God, show us what is needed for a holy, content life.

Make us careful of our needs and giving of our means. In Jesus, who gave the most.
AMEN

Rev. Dr. Jaime Potter Alvarez, Pennsylvania
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Day 9, March 18, 2011

Just Ask ¢ You Never Know Who Might Respond
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Sometimes extravagant generosity comes from unusual places, and not always from

familiar faces. R
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When Pastor Tina Carter of Parker Lane UMC in Austin, TX set her goal to save 15 lives

for each person in worship on Sunday, she turned ty@é&-old Angel Campolo for
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And she did. Working closely with Pastor Tina Carter, she began asking church mem-
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that inspired Parker Lane UMC to raise $11,190, well beyond its goal.
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Leadership from an unusual place happens close to home too. Guy Simpson found
himself on the wrong side of the law, and at age 22 facing a sentence of 5 years in
prison.
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Ministry at Greene County Prison in Waynesburg, PA and met United Methodist Chap-
lain, Rev. Kathy Higgins.

After hearing a short presentation on Imagine No Malaria, Guy was inspired to send $5
to the ministryg a third of his monthly salarg along with a heartfelt note promising

to send the remaining $95 to save 10 lives as he was able. When the donation was
received in the office, a kind stranger immediately matched it. In January, Guy fulfilled
his promise.
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God may have big plans for an unusual leader in your congregadiuhit could be
YOU! You never know how the Holy Spirit might work through you to inspire others.
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free of malaria. | have seen that through knowledge, prayer and action, | can

help. Lord, help me to be bold in love and in action. Show me how | can be an
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Laura Meengs, Michigan



Day 10, March 19, 2011

Go Into The World
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give a whole lot of money to people who are a world away instead of using that money
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We often fall into the trap of believing that our mission is to reach THIS person or
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the Gospehot to mention the Wesleyan idea that the entire world is our parish.
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other side of the world, and both houses are inseparably linked in the beautiful and
mysterious unity of the Holy Spirit. The body of Christ, in other words, cannot afford to
be territorial in its mission and outreach.
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This became clear to me a few years back when | had the opportunity to visit and pray
with patients in a hospital in the village of Ankaase (Ghana, West Africa). On that day, |
prayed with a mother and her small child, both of whom were seeking treatment for
malaria. We did not speak the same language, of course. However, in those sacred
moments, we found unity in the shared vocabulary and intonation of prayer. The
mother wept during that time of prayer. She wept, | assume, for the sick child that she
held in her arms. Her tears became something sacramental felbbapé&smal water

that flowed into the depths of my soul.

When | think about thémagine No MalariaY A Y A A i NBE X L R2y Qi
bed nets (as important as they are). Rather, | think of that mother and child in Ghana. |
think of their faces and souls. | think of their tears. Most of all, | think of the truth that,

if one person in the body of Christ suffers, then the entire body of Christ suffers.

In recent days, my wife Tara and | have prayerfully discerned some ways in which we
sense that God is calling us to expand our personal discipleship to Jesus Christ. Our
heartfelt commitment tolmagine No Malariais part of that extension. Even as | type
these words, | find myself thanking God foragine No Malarig not only because of

its life saving efforts, but also because of its impact on my personal walk with Christ.
Through the ministry ofimagine No Malari& L Q@S 02YS (2
way that, if | do not see the eyes of Jesus looking back at me when | gaze into the face
of a hurting human being (no matter whether that human being is right next door or

on the other side of the world), then something is seriously wrong with my soul.
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your people and your world. By the power of your holy spirit, transform my thoughts

and impulses that | may resist the temptation to walk away from a hurting or needy

soul who may very well be showing me the face of your Son. Bring me more deeply

into the kind of discipleship that will inspire me to look upon every portion of my life

as my mission field and every portion of the world as my parish, all for the sake of

Jesus Christ, in whose name | humbly and gratefully pray. AMEN
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Rev. Eric Park, Washington District Superintendent, Western PA Conference

Second Sunday in Lent ¢ March 20, 2011
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The Gospel.of John chapter 3 is one of the most famous passages in all of Scripture, It _,_
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answers that he comes to Jesus late at night to ask him questions. It seems that Jesus
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The Pharisees were some of the most dedicated religious practitioners in Jewish
society. They worked very hard each day to be faithful to the letter of every law. Still,
Nicodemus felt that something was missing and he, evidently, believes Jesus may hold
the key to his questions. Almost immediately, Jesus tells him that anyone who wishes
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is the word used in Matthew 27:51 where, right after Jesus has breathed his last
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the bottom to the top. But, according to the Scripture, this is not how it happened.
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it. We cannot reproduce in a laboratory. We cannot manufacture it in a factory. Even
a Pharisee, as hard as he may work at keeping every jot and tittle of the law, even he
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coming into the world in the form of the Son. Why? Because God loves the world. It is
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Prayer: Holy Loving God, you are so patient in hearing our questions and gently
guiding us toward the truth. Help us open our hearts anew, to see your love and

receive the gift of new life you desire for us all.

Rev. Clayton Childers, Virginia



Day 11, March 21, 2011

Plans
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Jerusalem! Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation is he,
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Why would he? | was perfectly normal, and nothing like the folks | had read about in
the Bible.

However, during a Lenten study my group discussed Zechariah. Our leader joyously
read chapter 9 to indicate how prophecies were used to foretell the coming of the
Messiah.

That was not what struck me as important, though. Hundreds of years before Christ
walked on the earth, God determined what a specific colt would be doing on a specific
RIg o LT I O02fidQa fAFS gFa AYLERNIIyY
very clear to me that mine must be as well.
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God prepared a good work for us to complete, the work of eradicating deaths from

malaria in Africa. For 160 years, we sent missionaries, built schools, founded churches,

and started clinics there. In that time, we formed an infrastructure that distributes
supplies, offers healing, and trains volunteers.

This ministry is not random. Our church has been journeying towards it for almost two
centuries. This good work that God started with the first Methodist missionary who
arrived safely on the shores of Africa is culminating with us.

hdzZNJ 62NJ) (2 al @S tA@gSa KFra ftglea 0SSy

Prayer: During this time of Lent, remind us Lord that you prepared the way for your
Son to complete your plans and we too have been prepared to be part of your plans.
Amen.

Thought for the day: God can use everyone to bring about his plans.

Leia Danielle Williams, Arkansas
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Day 12, March 22, 2011
Partnering for Mission

G SNJ kuke 102,89 After thiszhgzliordlappeinied sevepty qihergzand sedt thenpop ahead
of him, two by two, into every town and place where he himself was about to come.
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the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest. Whenever you enter a
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Jesus sent 70 people in pairs on a mission trip that involved healing and proclaiming
the kingdom of God. Most of us would not go on a mission trip alone, but when we
are paired with others, we gain courage and are able to take advantage of opportuni-
ties to show the love of Jesus and bring about many kinds of healing.

My opportunity came in 1991, when | learned of a group going to Haiti. Preparations
included lots of shots to ward off diseases and a weekly pill before, during, and after
the tripgodpreygnt Mglaria ¥Whilp p Raitigwe vigitedyopr mission prejeRiRadd/thes
decided where we wanted to work for the week. | selected a nutrition feeding station
for children whose parents had tuberculosis or AIDS. Each day when | arrived,-a three
f A T $eargld kpyinames Charegsragwaiging formge tpickxhimyis K wantgd dorbe garx | K
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do anything else. They recognized that Charles needetirﬁﬂltender loving care. |
had never before met a child so starved for attention. While he received physical food
at the center, he had a greater need for the healing that comes from knowing that
someone cares.
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Twenty years later, | still remember Charles and my week of singing to him. Also vivid
in my memory is the allergic reaction | had to the anglarial medication. Fortu-

nately, the heaeto-toe hives and itching did not start until | was home and had imme-
digte apcgsRQ an em#rgencypoom. Unfortunately, the hives returned every six hours
for ten days in spite of Benadryl and steroids. For years | have banished thoughts of
going on another mission trip to a malafiéagued country.
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health for the millions of children and their families who can be saved from a prevent-
able death from malaria, and the possibility of a mission trip without the threat of

malaria or medication reactions for Christians who are called to take the love of Jesus
around the world.

Prayer: Loving God, we thank you for the partners you give us for the mission you
have called us to. Help us to respond in faith to your call. We pray for healing for all
who are sick, and we ask for your blessing on all who are working to combat malaria.
Amen.

Rev. Barbara Drake, Pennsylvania




Day 13, March 23, 2011

Blaming the Ill
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bling; and falling down before him, she declared in the presence of all the people why
she had touched him, and how she had been immediately healed. He said to her,
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When Franklin Delano Roosevelt was stricken by polio he was in the prime of his life.
His star was rising. Shortly before this time he had been chosen at age 32 to serve as
i KS 58S Y2 kideftial candid&isS The campaign was a losing effort but Roo-
sevelt had made a name for himself and in the process he began laying a foundation
for his own presidential campaign sometime in the future. People were talking about
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ever. He would never again stand on his own.

In our day it is hard to imagine what a dreaded illness polio was. It was so feared that
many people felt compelled to remove any family members who had polio from
society entirely. They would hide them away in a back bedroom and close the blinds.

DAZ2ANY LIKSNR albeée GKFEG w22as89S8f0Qa Y2GKSNJ

public life and spend the rest of his years at their home along their family home on
Hudson River. But his wife, Eleanor, refused to let him give up. She convinced him to
put up a fight. Within ten years he was elected president of the United States and
went on to lead his nation through the Great Depression and World War II.

In Luke 8 we read about a woman who also refused to give up hope. Society taught
that women in a situation like hers were to retire from society. They were to go off by
themselves. They were not to touch anyone. They were not to be seen in public. But
she refused to give up on life and she believed with all her heart that if she could just
touch the robe of Jesus, she would be healed. Remember, according to the law, she
was not even to be in public, much less intentionally touching people. So when Jesus
called her out, she was terrified. But Jesus did not condemn her, he praised her and
celebrated her faith.

Even today some blame illness on the people who are ill. There is a temptation to close
our eyes and deny that illness even exists. Sickness reminds us that we are all vulner-
able and blaming the victim is one way we assure ourselves that what happened to
them will never happen to us. Jesus challenges us to move beyond our fears and to
choose, instead, the way of compassion and love.

Prayer: Help us, O God, to put aside our fears and care for those who go through
difficult times. Our faith can give them strength in times of need and their courage
can inspire us to greater faith still. Open our hearts, Lord Jesus, and fill us with
compassion for those in need.

Jen Manier, Minnesota and Rev. Clayton Childers, Virginia
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Day 14, March 24, 2011

ACTION DAY!
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fo i gekiifyéth@rSndakessure that they know it is for a cause, and have fun!

Blank party invitations, party ideas and more are available on our website at

www.ImagineNoMalaria.org/HouseParty.
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Day 15, March 25, 2011
Even if You Were the Only One
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at the country of the Gerasenes, which is opposite Gafflas.he stepped out on land,
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| remember a pastor once instructing us to take our Bibles and open them to John
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world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish
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time. Do you hear what God is saying to you? God knows you by name. God loves
YOU! If you were the only one in the world needing the healing love of Jesus to deliver
&82dz TNRY RSIHGK G2 yS¢ tAFTST wWSadza ¢2dzZ R

In Luke 8 we read about Jesus instructing his disciples to set out and go for a boat ride
across the Sea of Galilee. This was not just a random ride. Jesus wanted to meet a man
on the other side, a man who likely had quite a reputation in those parts. He lived in a
graveyard and preferred to go without clothes. He was in desperate need of powerful
help. | think Jesus went there just for him. Even without knowing him, Jesus loved him,
and went out of his way to save him.

There are thousands of people who we will never know that are struggling with life
threatening illnesses in Africa. The most widespread of these is malaria. It is taking the
lives of almost 800,000 people a year. These people are dying needlessly. Did you hear
that ¢ 800,000 people dying needlessly each year! With prevention and proper
treatment no one should be dying of malaria any more. We have the ability to defeat

it. And the United Methodist Church is committed to making this possibility a reality.
One of the greatest needs is the generous support of Christians willing to give
financially to get the supplies to the people who are in need.

Prayer: Loving Savior, your love for us is hard to fathom. That you know each of us
by name and love us as we are. That you want each of us to enjoy life in all its
fullness and be delivered from the ilinesses and demons that hold us down. Thank
you, O God, for your bountiful mercy. Give us wisdom and faith to know how we can
best follow in your way, becoming your instruments of healing in a hurting world.

Clayton Childers, Virginia

Day 16, March 26, 2011

Muddied Waters

KA & Revelabons 32:8:Fhen theargel ghdwed mextife rivierof thie vd@er of life, as clear as

KS t krystsldlowing from thg tBrene efigar ard @fidhge Layob dpwn the middle of the great
street of the city. On each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of

D¢ fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the

nations.

3 K N fideC buisikirgo thepir jettingsgaight up from the well we had just drilled into the
volcanic El Salvadoran soil. Like a brown fountain, the murky water sprayed high above
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days of patient drilling, and the exhausting work of clearing mud lines and mixing
concrete by hand. Gradually the water jet lost its muddy color as the rushing air blew

K I @S away tgedmpurikes causgdtby ourglgltindgi The enplugegdiigagewater from the
deep aquifer replaced the drill mud and cuttings. The fountain became clear and pure.
Soon the local villagers would be enjoying clean drinking water, and the well would be
protected against contamination by a thick concrete cap supporting a sturdy hand

pump.

How often are our lives muddied by the work we do, filled with the gravel and soil of
RFAf& tATSK 28 YI& KI@S (I LIWSR Ayidz |
and grindings of our routine existence cloud the flow. Stop, He seems to say, and let
My mighty rushing wind blow away the debris. Your work has proceeded far enough,
My child, under your own powser be still, and watch as My flame purifies.
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Prayer: Father, as we fill our lives with fretting and fury, call us to a quiet place
where we can see You at work ¢ and rejoice. Amen.

Thought for the day: God will redeem our work.

Prayer focus: Those who strive and contend while trusting in their own strength
alone.

Nels Hoffman, New Mexico



Third Sunday in Lent, March 27, 2011
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Gospel Reading John 48, Key VerseW2 Ky nYnH G¢KSe al AR
longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and
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Have you ever been shocked by someone talking with you when you did not expect it?
There are times to talk and times not to talk. Jesus broke the rules, once again. Rule
number one says: No Jew is to talk with a Samaritan. Rule two says: No men are to
talk with women, unless they are a close relative. But Jesus broke the rules. He also
broke the rule about not associating with people who are sinners.

Scholars have suggested that it was unusual for a woman to come to the well to draw
water alone. Drawing water was a social activity, women usually came to the well in
groups. Perhaps, this woman came alone because she was a threat to the community.
After all, she was not following the rules about marrigdere marriages already, and

now she is living with a man outside of marriage. She was likely being ostracized and
this may explain why she came to the well alone.

Jesus, in his goodness, puts the rules of social relations aside, and strikes up a conver-
sation. This is an act of grace. Jesus knew that this woman was in need of a word of
grace. Life had not gone well for her, and probably, some of that was her own doing.
What a good time for Jesus to come to visit that particular village and sit at the well at
that particular time. When she arrived Jesus was waiting. They talk, and in the course
of the conversation Jesus makes clear that he knows as much about this woman as she
knows about herself. It is not a pretty story. Yet, Jesus does not run away. He does not
stand in judgment. He does not even give advice. He just takes the time to talk with

her about her life and her life with God. This short conversation saved her. Suddenly,
she becomes, not the lost sheep, but the bearer of good news, an evangelist to her
community. She proclaims the good news and introduces her community to Jesus.

Imagine No Malaria is a work of God. When | was introduced to the ministry, | was awe
struck by the injustice of facts behind it. How can we live in a world so rich in resources
while people are dying because they cannot afford a $5 treatment or a $10 bed net.
When | heard my church was working to do something about the malaria crisis, |
wanted to help. | immediately sent a $10 text message to support the campaign. Then,
as | learned more, | wanted to do more. | signed up for an Impact 100 pledge of $28 a
month. But still | want to do more. | wanted to tell others. Soon | found myself leading
my Sunday School class in a briefing about the malaria crisis and how God is at work
through the Imagine No Malaria ministry. This is the way it is when you become a part
of a movement. You begin to figure out ways to help. Just like the woman in this story
who led her whole community to Christ.

Prayer: Holy God, thank you for the courage of this woman. Even though ostracized
by her community, she boldly testified about the good news of Jesus. Help us, O
God. Inspire us for bold witness to others about the good work you are doing in the
world.

Rev. Clayton Childers, Virginia
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Day 17, March 28, 2011

Stand Firm
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ou. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you
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At one point or another, my colleagues and | have each come across an individual or
two who has asked a difficult questionhy would we want to work to end malaria,
gKSY 4SS Olyyz2i &dzLJLI2NI GKS ¢2NI RQa LI Lidz

For these individuals, the question stems from practicality, not morality. How would
we possibly feed those children that we will save? How might we sustain their lives?
What use is it to spare them from one death just to deliver them into the hands of
another?

The Apostle Paul, in the first of his letters to the Corinthians includes one sentence

GKFG yasSNR aljdad NSte GKS O2yOSNya NI Aas
N.T. Wright in his boo&urprised by Hopgut it this way:
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inspired by the love of God and delight in the beauty of his creation; every
minute spent teaching a severely handicapped child to read or walk; every
FOG 2F OFNB |yR ydaNIdNBsZ 2F O2YF2NI |y
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every prayer, all Spidid teaching, every deed that spreads the gospel,
builds up the church, embraces and embodies holiness rather than corrup-
tion, and makes the name of Jesus honored in the wqridl of this will
find its way, through the resurrecting power of God, into the new creation
GKIFG D2R gAft 2yS RIFI& YIS ¢KFEG Aa i
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plan and a purpose for every child that we save, every mother that we touch, every
father who yearns for a brighter future for his children, every nation striving to end
malaria within their borders.
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were created to do this work, at this time. It has been prepared for us since before
GAYS o0S3tyo hdzNJ FAIKG F3FAyad YEEFNRE A
work and it is not in vain.

Prayer: Lord, | see through a mirror, dimly. At times | cannot see how my small ac-
tions are woven together for good. Yet, you have assured me that my work is not in
vain; that | am not restoring a great painting just to have it thrown on a fire. Father,
help me in my unbelief. Where | have shown weakness, make me strong. Where |
have shown pride, make me humble. Where | have shown ignorance, make me
wise. Help me to see more clearly how my actions, through your resurrecting power,
will bring about your new creation, and help me to stand firm for you. Amen.

Laura Meengs, Michigan



Day 18, March 29, 2011

ACTION DAY!

Spread the word! Encourage your church to use Imagine No Malaria as a means of
inviting the community to worship, whether for a service that includes an offering for
Imagine No Malaria, or to Easter Sunday.

524yt 2R 2 diNIQS [TRBMhey Rehier Mosquitoes from the website at
www.ImagineNoMalaria.org/Resources. Work with the youth minister and Sunday
School classes to make32mosquitoes for each person who comes to worship on
Sunday.

Attach a small card to each mosquito with facts about malaria on one side, and an
invitation to worship on the other. Make sure to include a map or address for the
church so firstime visitors know where to go!

One week before your Imagine No Malaria Sunday (or before Easter), ask members to
take 23 mosquitoes home to distribute to neighbors or friends. They candafider
the mosquitoes, or leave them in the mailbox.

Not sure if you can get the whole church involved? Make a fewqganer
mosquitoes anyway to hand out to friends, neighbors, or fellow church members to
spread the word about Imagine No Malaria!

Day 19, March 30, 2011

Love your Neighbor as Yourself

Matthew 22:34nn 0 b L %0 W SIENAyYy3 GKFG wSadza KI
got together. One of them, an expert in the law, tested Him with this question:
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with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the first and
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On August 5, 2010, ten persons were killed on a mission trip to a remote village in
Afghanistan. The majority of the folks were Christians who were living out their faith,
sharing their gifts for the sake of helping those who found themselves in the margins
of the Afghan society. Each had given up livelihoods and made sacrifices as they
sought to live out the two greatest commandments.
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answers lie in the Biblical texteach one who confes ses Jesus Christ as Lord is to love
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connect with others who have been created in the image of God. Those who
journeyed and died a horrific death knew the reason why they were willing to give of
themselves sacrificialyfor the love of God.
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lives, and we can do that by raising awareness that malaria is preventable through
communication, education, and better health care. What we are being asked to do
seems so small in comparison to what others have sacrificed.

The challenge, however, is not to compare our tasks to the tasks of what others are
doing, but rather to ascertain how we are living out our faith in relationship to how

God has called and is calling us as individuals. The call is not about equal giving but
equal sacrifice, for we do not live out sacrifice in the same manner. For example,
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Martin Luther King, Jr, Oscar Romero, and Mother Teresa all lived
prophetically, each using their own gifts as given by God.

Love God with all your heart, mind, and soul. Love your neighbor as yourself, and in
the words of Paul let us live a life worthy of the calling we have received.

Rev William B. Meekins, Jr, Pennsylvania
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Day 20, March 31, 2011

Good Karma
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A pastor friend, Dr. Gene Rollins of South Carolina, has written on this question. He
points out that karma is basically the same thing his mom used to teach him when she
g2dzAZ R ale&Yy a2KIFIG 3I32S8Sa FNRdzyR 02YSa | NE dz
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negative attitudes and hurtful lives will lead to pain and grief. On the other hand, a

person who approaches life with a generous, loving spirit will eventually find the joy of

generosity and love returned.
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of good in a continent desperate for help. The fact that God has blessed us with the
ability to help gives us a wonderful opportunity to share, to address a tremendous

need with generous, heartfelt gifts. To God be all the glory for making us aware of the
need and giving us the ability to joyously respond in extraordinary ways.

Prayer: We thank you, O God, that you are ever present with us even when we fail to
recognize your grace in our midst. Open our hearts to hear your voice and find the
faith we need to share with others.

Rev. Clayton Childers, Virginia and Dr. Gene Rollins of South Carolina
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Day 21, April 1, 2011
Living and Giving in Contentment
bXR EKBSOERI BFBR H8yaS

My international travels have opened my eyes to the opulence of life in the United

Sthtés 1 way$S| cdull dot have Sonewditioiit talking) e tripd. I| dafhed mnyselfihg | { @
GAGES 2F adAt& ! YSNAOlIYyé Ay GKS t200& 27
less than 24 hours. | had promised all of myos&o sponsors that | would send them

a post card shortly after we arrived in Russia. | bought the cards in several kiosks at the
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being surprised to being disgusted. She threw the stamps on the counter, took my

rubles and tossed my change on the stamps and turned her back on me.
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Scenes of similar discomforts played out again in Estonia, Lithuanishyostane
Jamaica and Zimbabwe with different groups of people. Regardless of how much we
would stress the importance of being in partnership with those we were visiting, the
tendency of U.S. citizens to be generous and make purchases of big ticket items is hard
to squelch. We spend because we have; we have because our lives on unemployment
compensation are more affluent than 80% of our world neighbors.

Very few of us would find it a real sacrifice to donate one net per month to Nothing
.dzi bSdGaod {2 sKé 62yQi 6SK La Al 0650l dAS
the better of us? Or will we still not know how to be content with what we have? Or
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Prayer: As we seek to be your partners in ministry, Lord God, might we see no oppor-

tunity too large or too small to give the task our very best. In the powerful name of
Jesus, AMEN.

Rev. Dr. Jaime Potter Alvarez, Pennsylvania



Day 22, April 2, 2011

A Life of Wholeness
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Several years ago | was on a mission trip in Cameroon, which is in west Africa. Our
team was working with former GBGM missionaries Wes and Leah Magruder. We were
visiting different congregations all over the country. Every day we spent lots of time
driving to a new village and a new church, where we stopped and visited for a few
hours. As the trip progressed | began to notice that our van driver began to spend all
our breaks, meal stops, and church visits sleeping in the van. | questioned our inter-
preter about it (because our driver spoke only French) and our interpreter simply said
that our driver was sick.

Shortly afterwards | asked our team leader if she thought our driver might have ma-
laria. Her answer surprised and enlightened me. She responded that it was quite likely
that our driver did have malaria, because in a-Saharan country like Cameroon

nearly every adult carries the malaria parasites. Several times a year they may be
stricken with flulike symptoms that are so severe they can barely function and work.

Yet work they must, if at all possible, for they have to provide for their families. Often
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them or have no access to them.

The Imagine No Malaria initiative helps prevent malaria and offers treatment for those
that do have it. In the future, as we reach our goals in this initiative, fewer and fewer
children will have malaria. Those children will grow into adulthood healthy and whole.
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wholeness and abundanedor everyone. By being healthy and experiencing a life of
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Prayer: God of all nations, your love and mercy surrounds us, wherever we are. So
many people are suffering from malaria. Help us to learn about the suffering of oth-
ers and give us the wisdom and compassion to act. It is so easy to look the other
way. With open hearts and open minds we seek to learn what you would have us do.
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Rev. Mariji Bishir, Texas

Fourth Sunday in Lent, April 3, 2011

From Where | Sit
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but since you have become the Lord's people, you are in the light. So you must live like
people who belong to the light, for it is the light that brings a rich harvest of every kind
of goodness, righteousness, and truth. Try to learn what pleases the Lord. Have nothing
to do with the worthless things that people do, things that belong to the darkness.
Instead, bring them out to the light (It is really too shameful even to talk about the

things they do in secret.) And when all things are brought out to the light, then their
GNHzS yIFGdz2NBE Aa Of SINI & NBJGSItSRTE

When my children were young, doctors, hospitals and medicine were available to
them twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week. They received immunizations as
infants as a preventative measure for several infectious diseases. Even if they caught
one of them in spite of the immunization, treatment and medicine were only a phone
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or catching a contagious disease.
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where others sit. | never had to worry about malaria, in fact | never thought about it.
_ However, since | started my work witinagine No Malarial think about it daily. In
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cannot imagine living in a place where death is the norm and not the exception. |
cannot imagine my child suffering from and possibly dying of this devastating disease.
I can however imagine children and adults healed, every day, twientyhours a day,
seven days a weekmagine No Malarigrovides bed nets, the drainage of standing
water (where mosgquitogs that carry the disease breged), training, education, and
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caught my attention was the last scene. It always had a short moral lesson. One lesson
might show a person about to hurt someone else either physically or emotionally.

Another lesson might show someone not being responsible by helping someone or
something when they saw the need. In the middle of the act, G.I. Joe would step in

and explain to the person how the action (or lack there of) could hurt or cause harm. It
seemed as if a light came on in their heads. They would make a statement that showed
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The light bulb has come on for me and now | know. | sit in a different place. | know
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half... the half that will help us win the battle against malaria.

Prayer: Oh God, | thank you for your marvelous light. Help me to walk in it and share
it with others. Help me to do what pleases you and help others no matter where
they sit. Amen

Diane Maloney, Tennessee



Day 23, April 4, 2011

Moving the Mountain
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Recently | read that as many as one of every two people throughout human history
has likely been killed by malaria. Itis believed to have killed Alexander the Great in
323 BC. It may have led to the death of Genghis Khan, the Mongol overlord of'the 13
Century. George Washington suffered bouts of malaria, as did Christopher Columbus,
Ernest Hemingway, Davy Crockett, and most recently George Clooney. Every single
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those, nearly one million people are killed. If ever there was a challenge, eliminating
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effort. Unfortunately, one of the greatest reasons our success in the United States did
not translate to the eradication of malaria worldwide is because public interest in
eliminating the disease slowed, and as a result funding to continue the fight in the
developing world slowed as well. Malaria rates thetre on the decline suddenly
accelerated again in Africa and Southeast Asia. This always reminds me of a large
group of welmeaning individuals pushing a boulder up a mountain, nearly reaching
the summit, only for it to roll back down as one by one, the interest of the individuals
wanes and they wander home.

We have the boulder on our shoulders again. In the past ten years, rates of malaria
have been declining so much that we can now say that a child dies every 45 seconds,
instead of every 30 seconds, as we have long known the statistic to be. Celebrities,
politicians, and now United Methodists are again rolling that boulder up the mountain.

Every time that | hear of another country in Africa lowering rates of malaria through
free medication, better access to care, and net distributions, my faith grows a little
more that we can actually overcome this killer disease. You see, even though | live the
fight against malaria every day, | have days where | question whether this mountain
can ever be moved whether that boulder will ever make it to the top. What sees me
through those days is my faith in the Lord. | have seen the power of the Lord when |
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children that an effort like Imagine No Malaria that seeks to save one more child every
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just like a tiny mustard seed, and | can once again imagine a world without malaria,
and trust that the Lord will bring that world to reality.

Prayer: Lord, let us not allow the boulder that is eliminating malaria to roll back
down the mountain again. Give us strength and courage to continue this fight, so
that each of Your children might live to see a long and healthy life. Amen.

Margo Jacobs, Michigan
Associate Executive Director, Imagine No Malaria

&
ax
[N

(et
w»

Day 24, April 5, 2011

Sharing out of Love
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Nothing could have prepared me for our welcoming into the village we received in Bo,
Sierra Leone. When we arrived at our first village the browreshdirt road was lined
with people. Men, women, and children were waiting for us, and as we piled out of
our vehicles we began walking up the road and the singing and drums began.
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experienced being in a throng before. Children mostly surrounded me, smiling and
laughing and talking. Overcome with warmth of emotion | pumped my two fists in the
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After being introduced to them, we were introduced to their leaders. When the
formalities were ended we toured their medical building. Inside the walls were lined

with educational posters concerning AIDS, eye conditions, malaria, etc.

One man proudly took me into the supply room (which held only a few boxes of empty
syringes), but he was especially proud of a white enameled, freezer sized, temperature
controlled storage unit for medicine. A generator kept the device at constant tem-
perature. | asked if | could see inside it. He acted as if he had never been asked that
before, and after a bit of tugging was able to lift the lid. We both peered down into

the rust lined interior of the unit only to see two single dose ampoules of medicine on
the bottom. | had expected to see racks of various pharmaceuticals, but they were
non-existent.

Afterwards we were educated by local leaders about the organization, communication
and distribution of insecticide impregnated bed nets to prevent malaria. This initiative
had been weldesigned, extensive and largely complete for this Bo district. Bo is only
one district, and there are eleven more districts in Sierra Leone.
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our own glorificdtion, but because we truly value others. Those in Africa who are suf-
fering the ravages of death due to malaria truly need our help, and God willing we will

stand united, and be generous in our contributions to help eradicate this disease.

Prayer: Dear Lord, make me an instrument of your peace and love by sharing with
others that they may have freedom from the disease of malaria. May we do this not
for our own ambition, but simply out of interest and love that we have of others, as
Christ has for us. In Your name we pray. Amen.

Dr. Peter L. Paulson, lllinois



Day 25, April 6, 2011

The Prayer of the Lord
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Do you know how to pray? How to really pray? The disciples wanted to learn to pray
and they went to Jesus and asked for directions. This is not the first time they had
talked about prayer. Jesus had already talked to them about the need to not make a
show of their religion by praying in the middle of the marketplace where they would
get a lot of attention. He also had demonstrated a commitment to pray regularly and
at critical times. He seemed to pray all the time, as he always seemed so close to his
Father and would talk with God even as they walked from place to place. Prayer was
important to Jesus and the disciples wanted to learn. So they asked him for help.

Jesus responded by sharing with them the prayer that has become known as The
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hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in
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really means. Do we really expect and believe that the kingdom of God is going to
come on earth as it is in heaven? Do we really expect? Would God ask us to pray for
something that he knew would never happen? Of course not. We are a kingdom
peopleg the vision of that kingdongii KS SGSNY I f NBAIY 2F D2 R(
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Kingdom of God on earth. This is what we pray about. It is also what we ligéoftie
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Imagine No Malaria is kingdom coming waqr&od working through ordinary human

beings to end suffering and death, crying and despair and bring in the kingdom joy.

God is doing this work, even now and we have a chance to be part of this glorious
ministry.

Rev. Clayton Childers, Virginia

Day 26, April 7, 2011

ACTION DAY!

Today, tell two people in your life about Imagine No Malaria. It can be yewodker,
classmate, grandmother, or neighbor.
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Imagine No Malaria a ministry of my church, The United Methodist Church, that is
working to eliminate deaths caused by malaria in Africa by 2015. Today | am sharing
information about this ministry with two people in my life, and you are one!
LINJ- A E‘)icoi’yom‘j'l ﬁ]ow%t%early one million children die each year from this disease? It starts
off feeling like the flu, but gets much wgrse. Kids often fall into afedgiced coma,,
LINF ¢ RBF GEBr GOHKZ N BRAVFAY I BRAY KEVBaAHN
child dies from malaria every forfive seconds.
. _ _The good news is that malaria is preventable, treatable, and BEATABLE!
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) help stop infections. So can cleaning up areas where mosquitoes breed, like puddles
g2 N‘%n%)fpashﬁlled creeks. We can also help by training health workers, putting reminders
to use the bed nets on the radio, and by improving and revitalizing our hospitals and
clinics in Africa so they can better serve their patients.

If you want to help, you can come to my church on [DATE OF SPECIAL SUNDAY] to heat
more, or go to www.ImagineNoMalaria.org: you can learn more about malaria, and
even make a donation if you feel called.




Day 27, April 8, 2011
Trust
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weight of glory beyond all measurébecause we look not at what can be seen but at

what cannot be seen; for what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen is

eternalé

I am leading you along a road with curves and bends. The road is covered with snow,
ice and potholes, and it looks like the bridge along the highway has broken down. You
yearn to get to where you want to go: you want to reach your desired final destination,
a place you have dreamt of for a long time. Follow Me and allow Me to direct your
path.

The road ahead may be covered with snow and ice, and the bridge along the highway
may have broken down, but stay close to Me and allow Me to guide you and direct you.
Learn to trust in Me when things go wrong, or when things do not work out your way.
Hold tightly to Me: together, we can make it.

There are times in my life when | felt like the bridge along the highway had broken
down, and everything | wanted was becoming nearly impossible to reach. Things
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When | heard the voice of God, my Father in heaven, | got the assurance that the Fa-
ther can never leave His child and | as the child have to trust in my Father who placed
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ahead.

Prayer: Holy Father, help me today to learn to trust you. You know how | struggle. |
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paths alone. Help me, O God, to hear anew your voice of assurance today.

Thought for the Day: Trust - hold tightly to God.

Juliet Mpanja, Uganda

Day 28, April 9, 2011
Shine, Shine, Shine!
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Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand,
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Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine!

Jesus asked us to be His light in this world of darkness. He reminds us not to allow our

eyes, which are the lamps of our bodies, to be filled with darkness, but to be
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Our light needs to shine out for more than one morning or one day out of the week.
We need to stand out daily with our words and actions as lights that bring truth, love,
compassion, and acceptance to our society. During these hard economic times, | have
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so much with others.

Prayer: Holy Father, help us to hold our lights in a world of darkness. Let us become
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Fifth Sunday in Lent ¢ April 10, 2011
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Gospel Reading John 11:42
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The Disciple Thomas has an interesting way about him. He has become known to
history as doubting Thomas because, having missed out on the first appearance of the
resurrected Jesus to the disciples, he insists that he cannot believe the story unless he
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In this story we see the disciples struggling with Jesus, trying to convince him that he
does not need to go to Judea to minister to Lazarus. They do not want to go there
because the temple leaders have it in for Jesus. They want to kill him. Just recently
they threatened to stone him, and now Jesus is going to go to Judea where it will be
even easier to catch him. Hard as they try, they cannot deter Jesus from his mission.
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challenging the others to be bold in faith and walk tall in the face of death. Knowing
Thomas, though, | receive it as a bit of a joke, said under his breath, dark humor. Can
you see it that way? Thomas is acknowledging out loud what the others are all
thinking: following Jesus is risky business. If he keeps this up, he may get us all killed!

Two millennia later, following Jesus is still risky business. Sometimes people do not
understand our passion for living the way of the cross. It runs counter to the way of
the world, which teaches that our role is to look out for number orog at least limit

our sphere of concern to our families and those like us. The way of Jesus refuses to
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across the oceans. And we are called to join in this mission even when it may be risky.

Prayer: Holy loving God, help us see the world from your perspective. Open our
hearts to embrace your children wherever they are, and become your vessels of
healing and hope in a hurting world.

Rev. Clayton Childers, Virginia
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Day 29, April 11, 2011
| Want To Be Like You
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We are influenced, negatively or positively, by different people over the course of life.
As youngsters, our family shapes our character and personality, thoughts and behav-
iors, desires and dislikes, ambitions and aspirations. Then friends and peers start to
sway us, as we search for identity while trying hard to fit in.
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wiser than what we thought as teens? Our spouse, significant other, bosmers,

and church family become influential forces in our lives at different times, depending
on circumstances and experiences.

But, whom do you admire, want to know better, be most like, and follow? Everyone
has someone. Perhaps, it is a parent, that special teacher, uniquely gifted youth pas-
tor, caring camp counselor, or dynamic campus minister whom you strive to imitate.
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God as he (or we) can hope to see in life on this side of heaven. He realized that Jesus
is the way to God, to abundant life, and true freedom. He lived to be the best he could
be for God by imitating Christ.

All Christians ought want to know and experience Christ more and to live, as Paul did.
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ing. However, Paul realized that he had to travel the road through valleys of suffering
to get to resurrected new life and greater possibilities. Still, Paul never wavered, dis-
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for the sake of the kingdom of God in order to be found worthy of his calling.
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spiritual suffering relentless concern for the least, lost, and last. But, in our suffering,
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If you are living in that spiritual place where Paul resided, then you are the kind of role
model God wants and can use. Continue as John Wesley, founder of Methodism,
instructed: doing all the good you can, by all the means you can in all the ways you
can, at all times you can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you can.
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others and makes a positive difference.

Rev. Paul Taylor, Pennsylvania



Day 30, April 12, 2011
ACTION DAY!
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Grab a pen and some paper, and write down all of the items you can buy with just $1.

Not very long, is it? You can buy a soda, a candy bar, something off of the dollar menu
FG I FFrad F22R NBaGlIdzZNFyidix 2N a2YSUiKAy3
buy a cup of coffee for just one dollar!

Consider this: you can save 100 lives with less than $1 a day. That certainly seems a lot
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Less than $1 a day (just $28 a month) pledged over three years will impact 100 lives in
Africa, and help to eliminate deaths caused by malaria.

Prayerfully consider today if you can impact 100 lives. If you decide to make this com-
mitment, go to www.ImagineNoMalaria.org to make your pledge (or another gift).
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pray for a child in Africa. Pray for their health and pray that they are safe from malaria
today.
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Day 31, April 13, 2011
Anger

Mark 11:15m T And (Jesus) entered the temple and began to drive out those who

were selling and those who were buying in the temple, and he overturned the tables of
the moneychangers and the seats of those who sold doVesid he would not allow

anyone to carry anything throughthetempld. § 61 & (Sl OKAy 3 | yR
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Anger is an appropriate emotion at the proper and time. We see this here in the exam-
ple of our Lord. Jesus become justifiably angry as he witness the corruption of the

( temple and its holy purpose by those who gaining wealth by abusing those coming

there for worship. We can only imagine the shock of the people as he begins to snap
his whip and flip over the tables of the money changers, spilling their coins all over the
stone floor. Can you see the animals baying and scurrying about as he continues to
crack his whip? It would be an understatement to say that Jesus was angry: he was
furious!

How then can we help but be angry in the face of massive death from malaria in Africa.

R | ®n avetalyd, dichitel dids Bffmblaridldvery 43 detondk. NI BeXalise théreard nd ryelti-

cines to treat this illness? No. It is simply because these children do not have a chance
to receive the care they need. They live in the wrong aydak SNB Qa y 24 |

Or if there is a clinig the clinic does not have the needed medicine. Or if there is a
clinic, and it has the medicine, their family cannot afford to buy it. So children are dy-
ing. How is it we live in a world where this is acceptable? No child should be sen-
tenced to die of a preventable, treatable illnesaot now! Yet, this continues to be

the case.

(o]

In light of this, anger is the only appropriate response!

Prayer: Help us, O God, not be afraid of the anger we feel. Children are dying, its
right to be angry. Help us harness that fury for good, so that others will see our pas-
sion and know that it represents the anger you feel as well.

Rev. Clayton Childers, Virginia



Day 32, April 14, 2011
Caring for Each Other
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stone those sent to you, how often | have longed to gather your children together, as a
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Outside my office window there was a nest for a Canadian goose. The mother sat
there quietly and patiently day after day, waiting for the natural process and spring
birthing of young.

We grew quite friendly as she watched me work at my desk and | engaged in a morn-

ing review of the status of the coming young. As | closed my office door each evening,
aKS t221S8SR t2y3Aay3te G YS Fa AT G2 alre:x
was quite a daily routine to watch as she protected and provided for her small ones.
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Jerusalem and weeping for the unwillingness of the people to accept his lordship.
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Are we weeping over the lost and wandering ones? Are we brooding, protecting and
YdzNI dzNAYy 3 GKS 2ySa ¢gKz2 OFyQld FAYR GKSANI
those who need the fresh assurance of rebirth?

May we once again long and pray and patiently hold on for theintding that is
needed in the churches and communities where we serve.

L GKFyl D2R dzl2y SOSNE NBYSYONIyOS 27F @

when he wrote in recognition of their faithfulness to the gospel and their hospitality
and care for him personally.

| thank God today for you:

For your life given in covenant and service; for your labor of love and your message of
hope given out in acts of kindness; for your vision to meet the needs of many and
minister his grace; for your family and those whom you embrace as family; for your
daily, steady working so that life is improved for someone.

| thank God for you, because you are important to the kingdom of God.

May God bless you abundantly today, for he is good; His love endures forever.

Rev. Bramwell Kjellgren, Pennsylvania

Day 33, April 15, 2011

Justice, Mercy and Humility: A Reflection on Micah 6:8
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quire of you? To act justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God.

?u?tigez. V\Fé %rgzéal\%d tgd?o []Lg%iée and not just to believe in justice or study justice.

Followers of Christ are called to speak and act on the behalf of those who lack
influence. We must go where Jesus is going, do what Jesus is doing, and be who Jesus
is being for the lame, the poor, the sick, and the marginalized.

alfFNRF gla&a StAYAYFGSR Ay GKS ! yAGSR
been few major advances in either the prevention or treatment of malaria. The best
vaccine we have yet developed is only 70% effective and just made it to human trials
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mother, father, brother or sister loses a beloved child to this disease every 45
seconds? Have we forgotten to do justice?
&2 NNBQ ¢ &

what does this mean?

with the premise that God accepts me, demonstrated through the redemptive offering
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mercy and grace, | am accepted and now free to work at being the person God created
YyS 2 o6So aSNDe Aa GKS 3SySNRdza RSY2yai

Through programs like Imagine No Malaria, we are showing our love of mercy. Per-
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expectation for seffjairt to the sinners, the tax collectors and a whole host of others
6K2Y 6S YAIKI 6AEK gSNByYyQli AyOfdzRSR Ay 2
means to look for Jesus in every person you meet, humbly accepting that you are no
better than the least among them.

Imagine No Malaria seeks to make it not about us, but about God. How can we live
into his will for his kingdom? How can we look for Jesus among the children of Africa?
How can we humbly walk with the Lord through the streets of poverty, seeking to do
GKS [2NRQ& 62NJK

Prayer: Father, there is much work to be done in your kingdom. How might | be a

part of it? How can | act justly, love mercy and walk humbly with you? Lord, thank

you for the precious gift of your Son. Through his death on the cross you have

shown your grace and mercy, offering redemption to all, even me. Show me, Father,

the path that leads to you and how | can let others know my love for you through

word and deed. Amen.

Laura Meengs, Michigan



Day 34, April 16, 2011

Freedom
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During Vacation Bible School, our leader gave everyone who entered the sanctuary a
black bracelet that looked like a prison chain.

Then, she began announcing things she had done that were hurtful. She spoke of
actions to which the children could relate, like screaming at their parents or fighting
with friends. With each sin she mentioned, she added a bracelet to her body. Soon,
these sins covered her with chains.

Slowly, she went to the large wooden cross that was standing by the altar. She told

the children one day she heard the good news of Jesus, that God loves us all, and

wants us to live life in all its goodness, both here and now, and in the world beyond. It
was then that she accepted Christ as her savior. With tears pouring down her face, the
iSFOKSNJ alARX aLy GKIG Y2YSyids /KNARAad RA
FNY¥a RNRL) FyR GKS OKIAy&a NUHzZAKSR G2 GKS ¥
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foot of the cross.

While | put my chain down, | thought about my freedom and what it cost. How was |
dZaAAy3 GKA& FTNBSR2Y T2NJ GKS It 2NE 2F D2RK
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Within months, | found my way to use this amazing freedom to reach out to those in
need. Througtmagine No Malarial was able to take part in a God sized dregin
SEAYAYFGS | RA&aSFaS a | a2dNDS 2F RS K
Prayer: Thank you Lord for the ability to serve you in a way that extends your love
to those around us, even to people we may never have a chance to meet. Please

Lord, help us to use our freedom to bring you glory. Amen.

Leia Danielle Williams, Arkansas

PALM SUNDAYT Week 7 in Lent, April 17,2011

Spontaneous Joy
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What a place of blessing to realize that you are an eyewitness to the amazing hand of
God at work. | knew this for sure, as | stood in the town center of Kamina in the
Democratic Republic of Congo. A small delegation of United Methodist both clergy
and lay from the United States were gathered with what seemed like an endless
throng of local Congolese people to celebrate life saving work. Insectieiaed bed

nets were being distributed to help in the fight against malaria. The throng who
gathered knew that this meant life and it was marvelous in their eyes.

To add to the celebration, musical icon Yvonne Chaka Chaka, dubbed the princess of
Africa, was there to encourage the people to use the nets as a way to literally save
tAoSao L OFly adAatt KSINIKSNIIla aKsS Ol t¢
It seemed as though thunder clapped as the children stormed the stage where we sat.
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| wonder if this is what the crowd was like on the very first Palm Sunday. The words of
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our eyes.
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Prayer: God we thank you! God we bless you! God we cry hallelujah! Blessed is the
bk Wb ébriteRif theyhhmé & e Lord! What joy you give us as eyewitnesses to
your grace and mercy. May we forever be mindful of the gift of the savior Jesus and
the ways that you empower us also for life saving ministry. AMEN!

Ay

Rev. Gary Henderson, Nashville, Tennessee
Executive Director, Global Health Initiative of The United Methodist Church




Day 35, April 18, 2011

The Meaning of the Cross
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prayed, Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me; yet not my will but yours be
R2ySoQé

Do you believe that Mary, the mother of Jesus, could have chosen not to be the

mother of the Lord? Have you ever thought about that question? It will tell you some-
thing about your theology to play that question through. | believe Mary could have

said no to God. People do that. God was asking a lot. But Scripture relates that this was
not the choice she made. When she heard from the angel what God wanted her to do,
al NB &alFAR &, Saové

In the same vein, we can theorize that Jesus also had a choice. He knew his death was
near. He knew he had been betrayed and he likely knew soldiers were on the way to
arrest him. On that evening, Scripture tells us Jesus went to the garden of Gethsemene
and prayed. He prayed fervently that he might be spared the agonizing death that lay
before him. | believe he could have fled. He could have fought. Instead, Jesus accepted
the way of the cross. Death on the cross was a choice to which Jesus said Yes.

Life is made of choices. Sometimes they are difficult; it is the nature of the amazing
freedom that God has entrusted to each of us. God calls us to the way of love, but we

have real choices. We can say No. That is the nature of love. True love does not coerce.

28 I NB y2i D2RQ& LlzLIJISia o

This is why God has called us to live lives of faith even when we know faithfulness will
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Jesus overcame his fear. He did not run. He did not call for an army of followers to rise
up and fight, even though many were waiting for him to give the word. Jesus chose the
way of love. Love is more powerful than any army. The cross is a picture of perfect
t2080 [ 208 (KFG NBFdzaSa G2 ljdAdG t28Ay3o

Prayer: Loving Savior, we praise you for your constant love. Even when we fail to live
up to your example, even when we turn away or flee in fear or respond with vio-
lence, you never give up on us. You always wait and hope and pray that we will
choose to turn back to you. Thank you, Jesus, for loving us so.

Rev. Clayton Childers, Virginia

Day 36, April 19, 2011
The Power of God
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| recently traveled with Imagine No Malaria to witness a lesgale net distribution in
Sierra Leone. After our morning visit to celebrate the progress of the distribution and
hanging of mosquito nets in a nearby village, we returned to the city of Bo. As we
drove, a mixture of images flowed through my mind: abject poverty, resident volun-
teers proudly committed to the welbeing of their neighbors in the village, as well as
the deep, joyful gratitude expressed by all whom we met. Stepping out into the blis-
tering heat, | noticed a blowp Santa perched atop the railing outside the restaurant.

It seemed an odd contrast to see Christmas decorations when the sweat was running
off my forehead, but then again it was the first week of Advent.

As we all sat there, uniformed in our white Imagine No Malasshitfts that boldly
LINROf FAYSR a{I @Ay3a [ABSa Ay {ASNNI} [S2yS
reminders of comfort and commercialization inside stirred uncomfortably in my soul.

Noticing my Fshirt, a young woman from another country introduced herself as a
social worker with women in prison and asked how she might get some nets for the
women. The news of the net distribution was widespread; she had heard of the work
of INM and celebrated with us.

As | introduced her to the others and we conversed, my eyes were suddenly opened to
the Incarnate Christ among us. There we weaaliverse group of folks from places all
over the world, most of us never having met prior to our gathering for this event. And

ﬁet wewerethere ¢ mtentlonally athered to celebrate to eqw% to encourage and to
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lives and offering the possibility of life abundant to the least, the last, and the lost.

In that moment, | understood even more the words of the Apostle Paul to the Corin-

[ 2 @S thiank. | Iideed, 2viyatbther Bice?o@t thézhdwer of God could draw strangers from all

over the world to work together for the sake of helping people who they will probably
never know? What but the power of God can stir in the hearts of individuals, one by
one, to produce a worldransforming reaction that will reverberate around the globe?

Prayer: Creator and Lord of us all, we are marching with you to Zion. As we journey

with Jesus to the Cross this Holy Week remind us again of your power to break

through even the dissonance and incongruence of life. We pray for the people of

Sierra Leone and all of our brothers and sisters on the continent of Africa who daily
FIOS GKS OKIFfftSy3aSa 2F LRGSNIe& FyR RAA
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May the harmony of our individual voices create a symphony of praise that gives life

to your children around the world. We pray in the name of Jesus who died that all

might have life. Amen.
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Rev. Janice Griffith, IL Great Rivers Conference



Day 37, April 20, 2011

Hope
Romans 8:241 pNow hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen?
Ldzt AT 6S K2LIS FT2N) gKIG 6S R2 y2iG asSSz ¢
On a recent journey through West Africa, | was left with aypécal loss for words to
describe the depth of the experience.
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ing water, a responsibility of the young girls in a family, is a task that can take hours
each day. When the family is faced with the choice of having water or sending a
daughter to school, the decision is simple: the family needs water. A well can make all
the difference.

In Liberia, | saw the amazing work of the Camphor and Ganta missions, where health
care is being delivered in the most limited conditions. | had the privilege of meeting
the traditional birth attendants (TBA) at the Camphor mission. Motte#se in rural
villages entrust their prenatal care to the TBAs, and each day, they deliver their babies
into the hands of these dedicated women. The incidence of problematic deliveries has
been reduced in the villages thanks to the TBAs.

In Guinea, | visited a small clinic supported by the United Methodist Committee on

Relief (UMCOR) that is the only hope for those who suffer from malaria, HIV/AIDS, and
20KSNI RAaSIFasSa 2F LRISNIEed {AYALINI&zZ Ay
clinic, lifegiving care is provided to the people of a wavaged country.

It is difficult to find words to adequately respond to the sight of a baby gasping for
breath as she struggles with malaria and pneumonia. Or of the child lying in bed whose
life is being cut so short by tuberculosis. Or of the man in a wheelchair who lost his leg
i2 ftSLINRPaed LG A& KFENR G2 FTAYR 62NRaxo

But in each of the places | visited, | knew | was a privileged witness to hope.

My trip to West Africa was a long one, but | measured it in more than distance or days;
I measure it in hope. As | held the baby gasping for breath and prayed for the young
boy dying from tuberculosis, it became clear to me that this was not a journey that
required words, it was a spiritual journey. It was a journey of love and of possibilities
for a new future. It was a journey of hope.

Prayer: Gracious and holy God, it is often difficult for us to see hope in situations
that appear hopeless. Our human eyes do not allow us to see life as you see it. Itis
only when we see life through our eyes of faith that we catch a glimmer of hope that
only comes from you. Give us eyes to see the world through eyes of faith and hearts
to love as you would want us to love. Amen.

Rev. Cynthia Fierro Harvey
Deputy General Secretary, United Methodist Committee on Relief
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Day 38, April 21, 2011

Finding Our Place at the Table
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the presence of all his people. Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his

faithful ones.

Our confession of faith is that God is good. In fact, in the formulaic language of the
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us.

This provision of blessing is also part of the provision of Maundy Thursday. Jesus in-
vited those closest to him, even his betrayer to the dinner table for a time of blessed
and sweet communion. Our Lord turned an ordinary meal into an extraordinary time
of remembrance. He invited those closest to him in the sharing of the now sacred
meal to remember him and to remember the great cost of his love.

| have eaten at many tables. Some lavish and full of abundance, and others so sparse

that it seemed as though there would not be enough food to go around. | have eaten

at tables in Europe Asia, Africa, North and South America, the Middle East, Australia
num svto,count pla e, | hgve discovered.the a
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table. | believe God invites us to find our place at the table where difference is dimin-

ished, even extinguished, and we find oneness and unity in Christ.

| believe Imagine No Malaria is one of those unifying places for our church. Imagine
No Malaria is a place where we can also lay aside our differences and unite around the
saving of lives. Please join us at this welcome table.

Prayer: Good God, we are so blessed that Jesus made room for us at the table. We
are so blessed that the love of Christ breaks down every wall and helps us to see the
entire human family as brothers and sisters. Help us to see Imagine No Malaria as a
gle (2 aNBldNy G2 GKS [2NR F2NJ Fff
be just another expression of your invitation to be at table together, sharing of the
abundance you have given so freely. Hallelujah! Amen!
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Rev. Gary Henderson, Nashville, Tennessee
Executive Director, Global Health Initiative of The United Methodist Church



GOOD FRIDAYDay 39, April 22, 2011
Healing Ministry

Isaiah 53:4p G{ dz2NBf e KS KF& 02N¥yS 2dz2NJ Ay FANNA
accounted him stricken, struck down by God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for

our transgressions, crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the punishment that made
dzd ¢K2f S FyR o0& KA& oNdbzaasSa 4S8

The drama of Good Friday calls us to remember the words of the prophet Isaiah.
Isaiah points to one who will bear the afflictions of the people and who will usher in a
new era of peace and make healing the reality of many. In Christian tradition, these
powerful and potent words have been used to describe the suffering and death of
Jesus. These words are often quoted to authenticate the healing ministry to which the
church is called to participate.

As United Methodist, we embrace the biblical challenge to participate in healing
ministry and Imagine No Malaria gives us ample space to accept this challenge. As a
church, we are partners in a global alliance to reduce the death and suffering caused
by malaria. Malaria is preventable, treatable and beatable! We are bringing our
resources to bear in the fight against this dreaded disease.

On Good Friday as we think about the gift of salvation made possible via the vicarious
death and suffering of Jesus, we are challenged to think about how we can make
salvation (saved lives) possible too. When we give in support of Imagine No Malaria,
we literally become conduits of healing. Our gifts are used to wage the war against
this disease. Our instruments of battle are prevention, treatment, education and
communication; seasoned with unceasing prayer, thanks be to God!

PRAYER: You are Jehovah Rapha, God our healer. And by your stripes are we
healed. Thank you for calling and commissioning us to healing ministry. We commit
our work through Imagine No Malaria to your tender care. Do with us what you will
that lives may be saved. AMEN.

Rev. Gary Henderson, Nashville, Tennessee
Executive Director, Global Health Initiative of The United Methodist Church
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Day 40, April 23, 2011

Food for the Journey
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The night had passed like countless others before it. The still, heavy air, stirred only by
the slightest of gentle night breezes gave little hint of what was to come. The

approaching Sabbath had cut the work of preparation short and in their anxious

sorrow the women had spent a restless night. Unable to wait any longer, they
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There was nothing in their world of experience that could have prepared them for

what they would find. In the halfght that was neither day nor night, the women, still

a distance away, could see that the stone had been moved. With the flickering glow of
their torches casting an eerie light, they cautiously entered the tomb. To the dismay of
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comfortable and nosthreatening with little hope or expectation that God might be

doing a new thing in our midst. Upon such a discovery, we respond much like the

women at the empty tomb: terror, horror, fear and perplexity.
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and affirm the presence of a God who is with us always. We worship a living God, a
God who has overcome death and the grave, a God who lives and reigns forevermore.
Hallelujah! AMEN
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dence that you are with me always-even to the end of time. AMEN

Thought for the day: Am | looking among the dead for He who is alive?

Rev. Bob Higginbotham, Pennsylvania
Assistant to the Bishop, Western Pennsylvania Annual Conference



